Name:_______________________
Writing Your Own Leads: Hook the Reader In!

· A good lead is short (20-30 words), contains the most important information in your article, and grabs the reader’s attention.   Write your own leads for these examples. 

1. Who: Fans who had their ticket taken away at Super Bowl because their seats were unsafe    What: Suing the NFL for $5 Million  Where: Dallas, Texas  When:  Wednesday  Why: They want their money back for their ticket and travel expenses

2. Who: 18 year old man  What: Locked himself in his house with a gun 
When: Wednesday night
Where: Kansas City
Why: Police came to arrest him for possessing a firearm

3. Who: Several students   What: Were treated for carbon monoxide symptoms   When: Wednesday afternoon   Where: Brookside Charter School   Why: A heater in the school was leaking carbon monoxide  How: The students were taken to local hospitals
4.  Who: Hundreds of Justin Beiber fans   What: showed up to watch the premiere of Beiber’s first movie “Justin Beiber: Never Say Never”  
When: Tuesday   Where: Los Angeles’  LA Live movie complex   Why: They wanted to catch a glimpse of Beiber and watch his movie 

How:  Many showed up hours before the movie with homemade shirts and signs

5.  Who: Lindsey Lohan    What: Pleaded ‘not guilty’ to felony grand theft    When: Tuesday Where:  Los Angeles    Why: She is trying to avoid spending up to 3 years in jail for allegedly stealing a $2500 necklace

6.  Who: Katy Perry 
What: Is appearing on the tv show “How I Met Your Mother” as a girl named “Sunny” 
When: Monday, Feb. 7 
 Where: CBS    Why:  She’s playing a girl from out of town looking to meet a music executive to help her career

7. Who:  Marshall Boys’ Basketball Team   What: Lost 75-64 to Boonville 
When: Tuesday night

Where: Marshall’s BMS gym

Why: They could not stop Boonville’s 6’5” post player, who scored 29 points   How: Marshall was winning by 3 at halftime, but Boonville scored 24 points in the third quarter to take the lead

8.  Who:  Jon Najera  
What: Named to Class 2 Second Team All-State Soccer Team
   When: 2010 season
Why: Led Marshall to the Final Four, and scored 37 goals during the season   How: The Missouri State High School Soccer Coaches Association picked him for the team

9.  Who:  Video Game “Guitar Hero”  What:  Was announced that it will not be made any more after this year  Where: Los Angeles
Why: Activision Blizzard, the company that makes the game,  says it is not popular enough anymore

10. Who:  Bueker Middle School Track Team
What: Is getting ready to start practices for their spring season
When: In two weeks
Where: Gym

Why: They are going to have an informational meeting for anyone interested in being on the team   How: You can be on the team if you have a physical, no failing grades, and attend the meeting
11. Who:  BMS 8th Graders
What: Won the MAP Super Bowl, and now get a reward party in a few weeks
When: Friday
 Where: BMS’ loud, packed auditorium
Why: They scored a TD on the last question

How: By correctly knowing the difference between a parallel and series circuit

